Occurrence of Plesiomonas shigelloides--associated diarrhoea in Calabar, Nigeria.
The prevalence, clinical profiles and virulence factors of Plesiomonas shigelloides were determined in patients attending the University of Calabar Teaching Hospital, Microbiology Laboratory. P. shigelloides was isolated from 12 (1.4%) of 880 patients with diarrhoea and from none of the controls (P less than 0.05). Isolates were mostly from febrile children less than or equal to 10 years with most of the infections occurring during the rainy months. Although our findings suggest the significance of Plesiomonas in acute diarrhoea in this environment, our isolates did not seem to show any of the proxy indicators of virulence usually associated with other enteric pathogens.